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1. Introduction and background 

1.1 Fairtrade Premium in the context of sustainable livelihoods and 

living wages 





 

 

1.2. Challenges in the Kenyan flower sector 

1 As we take the Anker methodology as a guiding framework, there are some in-kind benefits we include within 
benefit categories, for example white goods and household items, which are not counted as in-kind benefits within 
living wage frameworks.  
 
These types are not included when provided by employers for several practical reasons, including that depending 
on the value of the household goods, they could reduce cash wages available for workers and their agency in how 
those wages are spent. However, we have chosen to include these benefits in this study because 1). We had the 
opportunity to determine their value to workers, and 2.) The Anker methodology is designed to value benefits 
provided by employers. Because ǘƘŜ CŀƛǊǘǊŀŘŜ tǊŜƳƛǳƳ ƛǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ǿŜ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ 
was maintained in the provision of these benefits.   



2 https://www.labour.go.ke/sites/default/files/2023-05/Minimum%20Wage%20Gazette%20Notice%202022.pdf 



2. Study design
2.1 Research questions  

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

2.2 Research design 



2.3. Approach to analysis  

3 FairInsight data is a new producer-led reporting tool for POs to report their Premium plans, use, help with decision-making and their connection 
to the market. FairInsight data are collected online and allow for a more detailed description of the Premium projects. 
4 Participants were asked to self-identify as migrants, and so there is some variation in the length of time the workers had lived in the area of 

the flower farms, their ties to the area, and their plans to stay or leave. 



3. Findings 
3.1. Financial benefits of Premium per worker 

Mean benefit per worker (EUR)



3.1. Determinants of economic Premium benefits 



Variables Total benefit 
contributing to LW 
categories (Euro) 

Total benefit 
including loans 
(Euro) 

Standard errors in parentheses. ***, **, and * markers indicate significance at the 0.1%, 1%, and 5% levels, respectively. 



 

3.2. ĞƹǠơŧǠǨἧ ǝǠŧſŧǠŧƯřŧǨ ſƹǠ ƌƯ-kind and cash benefits 



 

3.3. Key areas of Premium investment  
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